Senedd Cymru

Y Pwyllgor Safonau Ymddygiad

Atebolrwydd Aelodau Unigol o’r Senedd - Rhoddion
DO1

Ymateb gan: Douglas Bain, Comisiynydd Safonau

Welsh Parliament

Standards of Conduct Committee

Individual Member Accountablility - Donations

DO1

Evidence from: Douglas Bain, Commissioner for Standards



https://busnes.senedd.cymru/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=43871
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=43871

STANDARDS CONFIDENTIAL
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STANDARDS
Hannah Blythyn MS COMMISSIONER

Chair of the Standards of Conduct Committee

22 July 2025

Dear Chair,
Inquiry into Individual Member Accountability - Donations
| regret the slightly late response to this consultation.

As a general point | believe that there is merit in keeping the provisions as simple as possible
consistent with the requirement for transparency and accountability.

To that end, | believe consideration should be given to aligning any restrictions on who can
donate with the Electoral Commission provisions. My views on the level of reporting and
disclosure of donations remain as stated in my letter of 20 March 2025.

| do not support a cap on the donations from any one individual or entity. Unless such a
provision was supported by detailed rules, it would be easy to avoid and so would serve no
purpose.

It appears to me that a variation of the rules depending on the source of the donation would
introduce unnecessary complexity and would also be straightforward to avoid.

Yours sincerely,

(;j’,’l_._-——*““

Douglas Bain CBE TD

Y Comisiynydd Safonau/Standards Commissioner

Y Pierhead Pierhead

Bae Caerdydd Cardiff Bay

Caerdydd Cardiff

CF99 1INA CF99 1NA

Ffon: 0300 200 6542 Tel: 0300 200 6542

E-bost: Comisiynydd.Safonau@senedd.cymru E-mail: Standards.Commissioner@senedd.wales
Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a’r Saesneg We welcome correspondence in both English and Welsh
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